
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

OHIO INSPECTOR GENERAL INVESTIGATION FINDS OHIO BUREAU OF WORKERS’ 
COMPENSATION EMPLOYEE IMPROPERLY COLLECTED AND DISPOSED OF EVIDENCE 
Columbus, Ohio, May 15, 2018 

The Ohio Inspector General issued a report of investigation today after receiving a notification from the 
Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation (OBWC) that Industrial Safety Hygienist Maria Rupert was 
disciplined for improperly collecting and discarding a safety vest obtained from an accident scene. 

The Office of the Ohio Inspector General reviewed the policies and procedures followed by Public 
Employment Risk Reduction Program (PERRP) staff during their investigation of the accident scene. 
Investigators evaluated how PERRP staff collected and disposed of evidence and how they documented 
their investigative actions in the case file and subsequent report.  The investigation determined that 
although there were no written policies pertaining to the collection and disposal of evidence, hygienists 
were trained that evidence should not be collected without the prior approval of a supervisor.   

The report makes several recommendations to modify current PERRP policies and procedures for 
investigations and specifically recommends implementing written policies regarding the seizing, securing, 
storing, and disposal of physical evidence.  

Ohio Inspector General Report of Investigation file number 2017-CA00026 is now available at:  
http://watchdog.ohio.gov/investigations/2018investigations.aspx 

Contact: 
Office of the Ohio Inspector General 
(614) 644-9110

Find the Office of the Ohio Inspector General on Facebook and Twitter 

To stop all email from the Office of the Ohio Inspector General, please respond to 
oig_watchdog@oig.ohio.gov and insert the word “unsubscribe” in the subject line. 
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